
Patchwork ric-rac apron
Ruth Singer

You will need:
Main fabric 25” x 18”
Pocket main fabric (green) 6.5”x8”
Pocket facing (pattern) 5” x 2”
Piece 1  - green. 11” x 6”
Piece 2 – patterned. 6”x13”
Piece 3 - main fabric. 8” x 4”
Piece 4 – green.  8” x 4”
Piece 5 – patterned.  13” x 5”
Ricrac - 3 yards
1.5” grosgrain ribbon – 1.5 yards
Lining 40” x 18” in co-ordinating colour
Green thread
Pink thread
Basting thread

Tools:
Sewing machine
Pins
Scissors 
Knitting needle or blunt pencil
Tailors chalk or fading marking pen
Iron

1.Start by making the patchwork panels. Cut one each of pieces 1-5 with the pattern 
face up. Cut one each of pieces 1-5 with the pattern face down so you have panels for 
the left and right side of the apron. Ensure you match the grainlines marked on the 
pattern. Mark each piece with its number, the right side of the fabric and whether it is 
left or right side.
2. Sew on the ricrac following this method. Cut lengths of ricrac to match the wiggly 
line markings on pieces 2 & 4 of the pattern. Baste the ricrac centred over the sewing 
lines on all these pieces, on the front side of the fabric. 
3. Piece together 1 & 2. Put the right sides together so the ricrac is in the middle of the 
sandwich.  Sew along the seam, just next to the basting stitches. Remove the basting. 
Sew piece 3 on to piece 2 in the same way and continue until you have all 5 pieces 
joined.
4. Remove all the basting, and trim the seam allowances to 3/8”. Press the seam 
allowances open, then turn the piece over and press the ricrac to the correct side, 
following the photograph.
5. Place the side panel pattern piece over the sewn panel and trim to size. Make the 
other side in the same way. 
6. Make the pocket. Cut the pocket piece from green fabric and mark the pleating 
lines. Overcast or serge the curved edges to stop them fraying. Make the pleat by 
folding the arrows to the centre line.  Baste in place at the top edge only. Place the 
facing piece right side down on the pocket piece, matching the top edges.  Stitch the 



two pieces together using a 5/8” seam allowance. Remove the pleat basting stitches. 
From the reverse side, press the seam allowances upwards towards the facing. All 
round the pocket, including the facing, turn under and press ½” seam allowance on 
the reverse side. Fold the facing over onto the reverse side of the pocket and top-stitch 
the facing in place. 
 7. Cut the main fabric panel, placing the pattern piece on the fold of the fabric. Mark 
the sewing lines along the side seams and baste the ricrac in place as before. Position 
the pocket as you wish, using the photo and a guide. Stitch round the pocket using a 
matching thread, about 2/8” from the folded edge. 
8. Sew the side panels onto the main fabric with the right sides together. Use the 
basting as your sewing guide. Remove basting and press the seam allowances open. 
Turn over and press the ricrac onto the main fabric side. 
9. Use your complete apron panel as a pattern to cut the lining, following the grain of 
the main skirt piece. With the wrong side up, fold and press ½” along the top edge. Do 
the same with the apron piece, again, folding the seam allowance onto the back side 
of the panel. 
10. Place the lining and apron right sides together and sew round the sides and bottom 
hem with 5/8” seam allowances. Trim the seam allowances to 3/8”. 
11. Turn the apron the right way around, and carefully turn out the corners using a 
knitting needle. Press all the edges flat so the lining can’t be seen from the front. 
12. Finally apply the ribbon waistband. Measure the centre of the apron panel and 
mark with a pin, and match the centre of the ribbon. The top edge of the ribbon should 
be along the folded under top edges of the apron. Pin in place and machine stitch 
close to the edge of the ribbon along the top edge, the sides of the apron and along the 
bottom of the ribbon. Try it on and adjust the length of the ribbon ties if required. 


